
 Myths, magic and forests      Y6 – 7 Transition Bridging Project 

 
 

Year 6 

Week Key questions                        Learning tasks Assessment 
opportunities 

Additional extended 
tasks 

1. Who were the 

Hikey Sprites? 
 
What did people 

believe about 
magic and 
woodland in the 
past? 

1. Pupils go into a woodland or use a collection of woodland objects and create words and phrases that describe 

them 
2. Pupils develop a word bank and explore sensory language to describe the items they found in the woods  
3. Begin to explore how the woods would be different for a Tudor traveller. Introduce pupils to the Norfolk 

legend of the Hikey Sprites. 
4. Explore signifiers of good and evil intent. Pupils design their own Hikey Sprite. 
5. Grimm’s Fairy Tales – students read the stories and consider the commonalities between the tales. 

 Guided Reading: 

Grimm’s Fairy Tales  

2 1. Pupils read the Hikey Sprite model story and identify key features. Then begin planning their own story.  
2. Continue to develop vocabulary, sentence structures and literary devices in planning 

3. Teacher to model writing. Students write an opening for their story 
4. Students write independently 
5. Evaluate and assess writing 

Use the 
blended 

assessment 
grid to assess 
writing 

 

Year 7 

Week Key questions Learning tasks Assessment 
opportunities  

Additional extended 
tasks 

3  
How have magic 
and woodland 
been portrayed in 

texts throughout 
history? 

1. Recap of the learning at Primary School (and an introduction to those that did not study it)  
2. Exploration of Elizabethan views of magic and woodland through an analysis of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
3. Either: A look at Victorian beliefs about magic and woodland through an analysis of The Goblin Market OR look 

at Victorian beliefs about magic and woodland through an analysis of Alice in Wonderland  

4. Make inferences about the use of language and linguistic devices  
5. Exploration of a modern portrayal of a magical forest: The Forbidden Forest, from Harry Potter. 

 Take photos of trees 
and woodland in 
the local area. 
 

Revise and recall 
key vocabulary from 
the knowledge 

organiser 
4 1. Create an imaginary creature that could live in the woods  

2. Read an extract from The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe identifying sensory language – then write a 
sensory description of a walk in the woods. 

3. Teacher models planning a story. Students plan independently 

4. Teacher models story opening, Students wrote own story opening 
5. Independent writing and self/peer assessment.  

Use the 

blended 
assessment 
grid to assess 

writing 

Revise and recall 

key vocabulary from 
the knowledge 
organiser 



 Myths, magic and forests      Y6 – 7 Transition Bridging Project 

 

Y6 - Introduction to 
bridging project. 

Students will  
explore the 

woodland and learn 
about the Hikey 

Sprites.

Y6 - Students will  
read a range of 

Grimm's fairy talss 
and identify 

commonalities 
between them. 
Begin to plan a 

narrative involving 
the Hikey Sprites.

Y6 assessed task: 
Narrative writing 

based on the Hikey 
Sprites.

Y7 Recap and recall  
the Y6 scheme. 

Share stories and 
explore the 

historical context in 
more detail.

Y7 Students read a 
range of texts which 

portray magical 
forests through 

time: Elizabethan, 
Victorian, 

Edwardian and 
modern.

Y7 assessed task: 
Narrative writing 

based on a magical 
forest.

Opportunity for Y7 
to support the new 

cohort of Y6s and to 
present their 

writing to their Y6 
teachers.

 

Intent 
 

This scheme of learning is designed to bridge the 
gap between Primary and Secondary school 
through the consolidation of core knowledge and 
skills. This scheme will: 
 
• Improve student progress in writing between 

Y6 and Y7; 
• Support teachers in each setting to better 

understand the assessment criteria for writing 
at KS3 and KS3; 

• Improve the academic and social transition 

for pupils. 

Core knowledge  
 

Tudor/Elizabethan belief in 
magic and superstition; 
Linguistic devices (simile, 
metaphor, sensory 
language, onomatopoeia, 
personification, pathetic 
fallacy); 
Names and symbolism of 
English trees; 
An understanding of myth 
and legends through time; 
Local legends: The Hikey 
Sprites; 
An understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of 
traditional tales; 
Knowledge of Grimm’s Fairy 
tales; 
Portrayals of the forest in 
Shakespeare’s writing; 
An understanding of the 
Victorian view of magic and 
the supernatural; 
An understanding of how 
portrayals of magic and 
woodland have changed 
over time. 
 

Core texts (extracts) 
 

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, William 
Shakespeare (1605) 
Grimm’s Fairy Tales, Jakob 
and Wilhelm Grim (1812) 
The Goblin Market, 
Christina Rossetti (1859) 
Alice in Wonderland, Lewis 
Carroll (1865) 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis 
(1950) 
Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone, JK 
Rowling (1997)  
The Hikey Sprites: Twilight 
of a Norfolk Tradition, R 
Loveday (2009)  
 

 

 
 

Assessment 
 

Both pieces of writing will be 
assessed using criteria from Y6 
SATS with some elements GCSE 
English Language criteria 
incorporated, such as including a 
range of sentence types and 
linguistic devices. 

 

Myths, magic and forests, Y6 – 7 Transition Bridging Project  

In Y6 pupils will learn about the local Norfolk legend of the Hikey Sprites within the context of Tudor beliefs about magic and witchcraft. They 
will create a piece of narrative writing in Y6 which will be taken with them to secondary school and used to support their progress in Y7. 
In Y7 pupils will develop their understanding further by exploring portrayals of the forest through time, before creating another narrative 
piece of writing, where they will improve on their previous piece of work. 

 


