
‘The Forbidden Forest’

Forest Project



Forest Project

A word that makes 
its own sound… ‘bang!’

 A literal comparison used to 
describe… ‘his heart was cold’

Giving human qualities to 
something that is not human… 

‘the trees danced’

A comparison using the words 
‘as’, ‘like’ or ‘as if’… ‘her mind 

was as sharp as a knife’

LO: understand of the effects of linguistic devices  

Simile Metaphor Onomatopoeia Personification

Can you match up the 
definitions and examples 
with the device names?

      Challenge: 
come up with 
some examples 
of your own.



Let’s look again at ‘The 
Forbidden Forest’. 

Pay careful attention to 
the author’s use of 
linguistic devices



In pairs, using coloured pencils, go through the text again, 
highlighting where you think the author has used linguistic 
devices.

      Challenge: annotate each of your highlighted devices with 
their correct name.

He led them to the very edge of the forest. Holding his lamp up high he 
pointed down a narrow, winding earth track that disappeared into the thick 
black trees. A light breeze lifted their hair as they looked into the forest.
The forest was black and silent. A little way into it they reached a fork in 
the earth path and Harry, Hermione and Hagrid took the left path while 
Malfoy, Neville and Fang took the right.

Example personification



Individually, use your annotations and the checklist to write a response to the 
following question.

How does the author use linguistic devices show us that 
the Forbidden Forest is frightening/alive (you choose)?

Look for the key words in the question

How does the author use linguistic devices show us that 
the Forbidden Forest is frightening/alive?



Checklist:

▪ Point

▪ Evidence (quote)

▪ Explain

▪ Challenge: layers of 
meaning – extra detail to 
explain the writer’s word 
choice.

Point, evidence, explain.

Point – your answer to the question/what you 
think.
Evidence – a quote from the text
Explain – show why you think the quote proves 
your point.

Point: The author uses linguistic devices to 
make the Forbidden Forest seem alive. 
Evidence: Rowling uses personification when 
she describes the characters’ hair as ‘lifted’ by 
the ‘breeze’. 
Explain:  Let’s try this part together

How does the author use linguistic devices show us that 
the Forbidden Forest is frightening/alive?



Using green pens and the checklist, 
peer assess your partner’s work. 
Write your assessment using bullet 
points at the bottom of the PEE.

Example:

. Well done, you have made a clear point 
that addresses the question.

. Well done, you have used a quote that 
shows an example of a linguistic device.

. Your explanation is a little unclear. Try to 
explain how the use of personification 
makes the reader feel. 

Checklist:

▪ Point

▪ Evidence (quote)

▪ Explain

▪ Challenge: layers of 
meaning – extra 
detail to explain the 
writer’s choice of 
linguistic device.


