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Key Words:
Tramp
Haul

Luscious
Charm

Dimpled
Curious
Linger

 

LO: understand the effects of writers’ language choices 

Nouns Adjectives Verbs Adverbs

Do you know what any 
of these words mean?

Do you know what each 
word class is/does?

Extension
Can you suggest the 
connotations of any 
word?

Example
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In pairs, try to use each 
of the key words in a 

paragraph.

Share your work 
with another pair.  
What are the 
similarities in your 
paragraphs what 
are the differences?



We are now going to read an 
extract from Goblin Market by 
Christina Rossetti.
The poem is about goblins who live 
in the woods and who try to tempt 
two sisters with their fruit.  There 
are rumours that once someone 
has tasted the fruit they crave it so 
much that if they are denied the 
fruit they die. This has already 
happened to one local girl.
Pay careful attention to the 
vocabulary the author has chosen. 
Listen out for powerful verbs and 
adjectives.



Was the image the author created of the setting for Goblin 
Market positive or negative?

In pairs, using 
coloured pencils, go 
through the text 
again, highlighting 
the positive and 
negative words.

      Challenge: 
annotate each of your 
highlighted words 
with their word class 
(adjective, noun, verb 
or adverb).  Are there 
any connotations of 
words?

Down the glen tramp little men.
One hauls a basket,
One bears a plate,
One lugs a golden dish
Of many pounds weight.
How fair the vine must grow
Whose grapes are so luscious;
How warm the wind must blow
Through those fruit bushes.”
“No,” said Lizzie, “No, no, no;
Their offers should not charm us,
Their evil gifts would harm us.”
She thrust a dimpled finger
In each ear, shut eyes and ran:
Curious Laura chose to linger
Wondering at each merchant man.



How are the goblins described – Underline three 
words that you think are used to influence the 

reader?
One had a cat’s face,
One whisk’d a tail,
One tramp’d at a rat’s pace,
One crawl’d like a snail,
One like a wombat prowl’d obtuse 
and furry,
One like a ratel tumbled hurry 
skurry.
She heard a voice like voice of doves
Cooing all together:
They sounded kind and full of loves
In the pleasant weather.

Describe to a partner 
how you imagine the 
goblins.  How does 
the author want us to 
feel about the goblins.  
Note down an 
emotion and how you 
think language has 
been used to create 
that emotion



Individually, use your annotations and the checklist to write a response to the 
following question.

How does the author show us that Goblin Market and 
the fruits of the forest could be negative/frightening 
(you choose which word) place to be?

Look for the key words in the question and underline them



Checklist:

▪ Point

▪ Evidence (quote)

▪ Explain

▪ Challenge: layers of 
meaning – extra detail to 
explain the writer’s word 
choice.

Point, evidence, explain.

Point – your answer to the question/what you 
think.
Evidence – a quote from the text
Explain – show why you think the quote proves 
your point.

Point: The author uses language to make Goblin 
Market sound like a frightening place to be. 
Evidence: She describes the fruit as “evil.”  
Explain: This adjective implies that something 
awful will happen if the girls are tempted with 
the fruit. . The word “evil” has connotations of 
religious and this implies that to take the fruit 
will make the girls damned.

How does the author show us that Goblin Market and the fruits of the forest could be  
negative/frightening (you choose which word) place to be?



Using green pens and the checklist, 
peer assess your partner’s work. 
Write your assessment using bullet 
points at the bottom of the PEE.

Example:

. Well done, you have made a clear point 
that addresses the question.

. Well done, you have used a quote, but 
you need to use inverted commas to 
punctuate. 

.Your explanation is clear. Perhaps you 
could try layers of meaning next time.

Checklist:

▪ Point

▪ Evidence (quote)

▪ Explain

▪ Challenge: layers of 
meaning – extra 
detail to explain the 
writer’s word choice.



Down the glen tramp little men.
One hauls a basket,
One bears a plate,
One lugs a golden dish
Of many pounds weight.
How fair the vine must grow
Whose grapes are so luscious;
How warm the wind must blow
Through those fruit bushes.”
“No,” said Lizzie, “No, no, no;
Their offers should not charm us,
Their evil gifts would harm us.”
She thrust a dimpled finger
In each ear, shut eyes and ran:
Curious Laura chose to linger
Wondering at each merchant man.

One had a cat’s face,
One whisk’d a tail,
One tramp’d at a rat’s pace,
One crawl’d like a snail,
One like a wombat prowl’d obtuse 
and furry,
One like a ratel tumbled hurry 
skurry.
She heard a voice like voice of 
doves
Cooing all together:
They sounded kind and full of loves
In the pleasant weather.


